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THE SPECIFICITY OF SEROLOGICAL REACTIONS, 2nd ed. Karl Landsteiner.
New York, Dover Publications, Inc., 1962. xvii, 330 pp. $2.00.
This book is a paperback publication of the second, revised edition of a
classic in immunology. In the eighteen years since it was first published
it has not been superseded by any book. Other books, particularly Kabat
and Mayer's Experimental Immunochemistry complement and add to it
but do not supplant it.
Despite many exciting new developments in immunology such as those
in the fields of transplantation immunity and auto-immune mechanicsms
which are necessarily not covered in this book, the theoretical consider-
ations which support them are explicitly stated and thoroughly documented.
In particular, the field of immunochemistry is defined and surveyed and
Landsteiner's own immunochemical work on artifically conjugated antigens
is presented in company with the theoretical considerations which led him
to open this field.
This publication has a vital place in the library of anyone who has more
than a casual interest in immunology. The bibliographic references alone
constitute a guide to almost all publications of importance in immunology
in the first sixty years of this eighty-year-old area of microbiology.
Few classics in medicine continue to be as useful as this one twenty
years after they were written.
HARRISON F. WOOD
PREVENTIVE PEDIATRICS. By Paul A. Harper. New York, Appleton-
Century-Crofts, 1962. xiv, 798 pp. $14.95.
This is an unusual, informative, and highly readable book. It brings to-
gether in readily accessible form excellent discussions of many problems
which arise in pediatric practice, which are not well covered-or not
covered at all-in the usual textbook or current journal. The author points
out that in his own experience in the private practice of pediatrics about
one half of his time was taken up with the health supervision of well
children, about one-third with children who had minor illnesses, and
the remaining 15 per cent with children who were ill. A great deal of
current literature is available on the latest methods of diagnosis and
treatment of disease, but relatively little "to assist in the task of advising
about the predictable patterns and problems of growth and development
both in healthy children and for those who are handicapped." The book
fills the need in these areas admirably and with authority.
The contents include sections on growth and development; developmental
physiology; nutrition; immunization and the communicable diseases; visual,
hearing, and speech problems; mental retardation; rheumatic fever, con-
genital heart disease, cerebral palsy, and other handicaps; public health
services for all children and for handicapped children; and finally, selected
topics in social medicine-juvenile delinquency, adoption, accidents, etc.
In all of these areas the treatment of the material is factual, conflicting
views are covered fairly, and the latest relevant data are presented in
clear and concise form.
This should prove a valuable reference book for pediatricians and for
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all physicians and public health workers who have anything to do with
the care of children. It is full of facts and wisdom.
DOROTHY M. HORSTMANN
PHYSIOLOGICAL PHARMACOLOGY. Vol. 1, The Nervous System. Edited by
Walter S. Root and Frederick G. Hofmann. New York and London,
Academic Press, Inc., 1963. xvi, 703 pp. $22.50.
In the foreword to this book, the first of a proposed ten-volume series,
the editors state that "Physiological Pharmacology is designed to be an
authoritative account of the effects of drugs on physiological systems;"
that a need exists for such a work cannot be denied. Volume 1 forms
the first of a three-part account of the nervous system and embodies the
contributions of thirteen authors. It deals exclusively with depressant drugs
(to be concluded in Volume 2), under the headings of (A) general anes-
thetics, (B) alcohols, (C) sedatives and hypnotics, (D) analgesic and
antipyretic drugs, (E) tranquilizers and (F) physiological aspects of
tolerance and physical dependence. Generally speaking, the authors have
dealt competently with their specialized aspects of pharmacology although
one may detect a distinct lack of uniformity in their treatment of their
subjects. This is, unfortunately, almost an inherent characteristic of such
a collaborative treatise.
It is unlikely that any attempt at a rigid classification of drugs will
meet with complete success but in this particular volume the attempt has
been notably unsuccessful; this is a pity for it detracts from the undoubted
merit of the book. Thus, drugs have been classified on the bases of their
physical, chemical and pharmacological properties in not quite random
order. In a few instances the classification is misleading; for example:
Section A is headed "General Anesthetics" and the opening chapter by J.
Adriani reputedly deals with their "Absorption, Distribution and Elimin-
ation" whereas, in fact, it is restricted to inhalation anesthetics with
virtually no mention of the intravenous anesthetics. Although a few pieces
of information on the thiobarbiturates may be gleaned from subsequent
chapters in this volume, nowhere is a complete account of them given. The
existence of the steroid anesthetics is not even acknowledged; clinically
their importance may not yet be great but pharmacologically they constitute
a most interesting group of substances.
The mechanics of anesthesia are more than adequately dealt with in the
first chapter but the brief paragraph on page 8, entitled "Mode of Action"
is so inadequate that it would be better omitted. The statement therein
that "the drug becomes attached to receptors within the cell through some
type of bonding," although delightfully vague, still conflicts with the
generally-held view that, in the case of the volatile anesthetics, biological
activity is quite unrelated to chemical structure. It is disturbing to find
that no mention is made, in either of the two chapters on anesthetics,
of the work of Ferguson, Pasternak or Mullins in correlating anesthetic
potency and thermodynamic activity.
The profilic use of phrases such as "embodies current concepts," "present
knowledge of their mechanisms," "interpretations receiving serious con-
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